Looking for a Leader

Talk 3

The Treacherous Treasure
1 Samuel 4:2-7:1

Introduction

· Is God on your side?
The Futility of Manipulating Him (4:1-11)
· A shocking defeat

· The attempt to manupulate God

· Don’t rely on religion

· Don’t trust if you won’t obey
The Tragedy of Losing Him (4:12-22)
· ‘The Ark of the LORD has been captured!’

· The horror of separation from God
The Stupidity of Defying Him (5:1-12)
· Dagon goes to pieces


· God will not be mocked



The Wisdom of Honouring Him (6:1-7:1)

· Amazing grace

·  ‘Who can stand in the presence of the LORD, this holy God?’
Questions for Reflection & Discussion

· Do you ever make bargains with God? What things do we do which we think will influence how God will treat us? 

· How can we tell what our idols are? Which idols are you most in danger of putting at the centre of your life? Can you show yourself how laughable they are?

· ‘We have confidence to enter the most holy place by the blood of Jesus’ (Heb. 10:19). Do you have this confidence? How should the fact that we can ‘stand in his presence’ influence our relationship with God? What difference will it make on a daily basis? 
